ey v fep
AL

-

YEAR A Matthew 3:13-17

) tism of the Lord marks a powerful tumlnﬁ]pomt
& In the life of Jesus and in the story of salvation. Though

Jesus is without sin, He chooses to step into the waters
= of the Jordan River alongside ordinary people who are
. N seeking repentance and renewal. This moment reveals
not only who Jesus is, but also how God chooses to act
in the world: through humility, closeness, and
relationship. In a modern-day con e)('si the Baptism of
the Lord challenges us to rethink leadership, identity,
and our own call to live with purpose.

At Jesus’ baptism, the heavens gPen, the Spirit descends, and the
voice of the Father proclaims, “This is my Son, the Beloved, my
favour rests on him.”" Before Jesus orms miracles, gathers
disciples, or preaches to crowds, He is affirmed simply for who He is.
In today’s world, where worth is often measured by achievements
popularity, or success on social medla[ this moment has a way of
speaking to us. It reminds us that our value does not come from what
we do, but from who we are. For modern believers, es_pec1allg1 youn
people navigating pressure and comparison, the Baptism of the Lor

offeri;gk reassurance that identity rooted in God Is secure and
unshaken.

Jesus’ decision to be baptized also models humility. He does not
distance Himself from human weakness or struggle; instead, He
enters fully into the human experience. In a society where leaders are
often expected to_ project power, perfection, and control, Jesus
offers a different vision of leadershlﬁ - one grounded in service and
solidarity. Modern leadership, whether in schools, communities, or
global settings, can learn from this example. True influence is not
about standing above others, but about standing with them,
listening, and acting with compassion.

The presence of the Trinity at the bﬂl);lé‘»m - Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit - highlights the importance of relationship and unity. In an age
marked by division, polarization, and isolation, this scene invites
reflection on how we relate to one another. The Baptism of the Lord
calls us to build communities rooted in mutual respect, love, and
shared_purﬁose. It challenges us to move beyond individualism and
recognize that faith is lived out in connection with others, especially
those who are marginalized or overlooked.

From a modern perspective, the Baptism of the Lord also serves as a
moment of mission. After this event, Jesus beélns His public ministry.
tism is not an ending, but a begmnm& Similarly, for Christians
today, baptism is not simply a ritual or tradition; it is a call to action.
It invites believers to live out their faith in daily life - through acts of
ndness, justice, forgiveness, and courage. In"a world facing issues
such as "inequality, environmental crises, and mental health
struggles, the mess of baptism urges people to be active
witnesses of hope and healing.

Ultimately, the Baptism of the Lord reminds us that God meets
humanity where it I1s. God enters ordlnag places - routines, and real-
life struggles - and transforms them. With a modern-day outlook, this
feast invites reflection on how God continues to call individuals
today to recognize their identity, embrace humility, and step forward
into lives of meaning and seivice. Like Jesus emerging from the
Jordan, we are invited to rise with purpose, guided by love, and
ready to bring light into the world
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Sunday 117 January 2026

Sacrament
of Reconciliation

Cathedral & Friary:
Cathedral: Monday to Friday
7pm to 7.25pm
Saturday after the Vigil Mass
Friary: Tuesday to Saturday
11-12 noon & 4-5pm

Can be booked through the Parish
Offica.




Priest on Duty: Fr. Pat Malone 11th January, 2026

Contact: 065 6869098

Cathedral

Remembered in Masses this Week:
Sat 6.30pm: PJ & Mary Burke, Mullagh

John O'Dea, O'Connell St. & Gallows Hill. MM.

Carmel Cunningham, Aughanteeroe. MM.

Emma Murphy, Abbeylawn, Kildysart Rd.

Clarecastle & Cork. 1st Anniv.

Andrew Hynes, Drumcaranmore. 1st Anniv.

Hannah Kearney, St. Patrick's Tce. 1st Anniv.

Tom Carey, Drumcliffe & London. 1st Anniv.

Michael & Billy Shananan, Clonroadmore.

Tony Shannon, Clancy Park.

Mary English, Clonroad.

Paddy Guthrie, Ard na Gréine.

Eoin O'Connell, Killimer.

Sunday 11th 8am: Bridie Rynne, Castlewood Park;

Mary Ann & Patrick Rynne, Lissycasey.

Joe, Norah, Joe Jr. & Tony McDonagh, Galway.
9.30am: Eileen Hallahan, Athlone. 1st Anniv.
Vincent Neylon, Parnell St.

Patrick Feeney, St. Michael's Villas.

Tom & Kitty Kelly, College Rd.
11.30am: Stephen Malone, Dalcassian Drive. MM.

Darren Maguire, London. 1st Anniv.

Donny Martin, Morrissey Ave.

Casimir Bielasiewicz, Poland.

Austin Smith, Ballymacahill, Roslevan.

Peggy & Jim Casey, The White House, Shanaway.

George & Margaret McMahon, St. Michael's Villas.

Lily Cusack, Parnell St. & Mary Cleere, Tubber.

Luke Coote, Considine Rd.

Kathleen, Bernadette & Anne Considine, Hermitage.

Arunas Bandzevicius, Lithuania.
1pm: Mass for the Ukranian Community.
5pm: Mass for the Brazilian Community.
Mon 7.40am: Joe & Tess Kerin & Kerin Family,
Clonroadmore.
11am: Stephen Cunningham, Labasheeda.
Mary Lynch, Golf Links Rd.
7.30pm: William & Christina Halpin, Tulla.
Tues:7.40am Book of Intentions.
Andrew Cunningham, Donegal & Florida.
11am: Alice Brennan, O'Connell St.
Bartholomew Torpey, Shragh & London.
7.30pm: Lucy Bradley, Showgrounds Rd.
Catherine McMullin, Killorglin & Ennis.
Wed 7.40am: Donor’s Intention.
11am: Ber Cassidy, Killaloe & Pat McGuane, Carron.
7.30pm: Christina Griffin, Parnell St.
Thurs 7.40am: Donor’s Intention.
Sean Foudy, Kilrush Rd.
11am: Mary & John Hayes, Hermitage.
7.30pm: PJ, Lily & Sr. Maeve Brooks, College Park.
Barry & Dermot O'Hallloran, Limerick Rd.
Fri 7.40am: Mass for the People.
11am: Bro. Mathias Comyns, Kilkee.
7.30pm: Sr. Sheila Normoyle, Ballynacally.
Sat:11am: Brid Vaughan, College Rd.
Michael Kelly, Inch &
Hogan Family, St. Michael's Villas.
Patrick Lyons, Avondale, Kilrush Rd.
6.30pm: Ena Whelan, Fountain Cross.
Tom & Carmel Nestor, Golf Links Rd.
Paul Shannon, Clare Hill, Clarecastle.
Michéal Casey, Station Rd.
Kathleen Dinan, Gallows Hill.
Bodie & Bill Hanley, Parnell St.
Sun 18th 8am: No intention booked.
9.30am: Josephine Forte, Gallows Hill & Belfast.
11.30am: Ita McCarthy, New Rd. MM.
Tony Cheung, Fernhill, Gort Rd.
John Collins, Cahercalla.
1pm: Mass for the Polish Community.

Cathedral Renovation Appeal
In the past week Fr. Tom wishes to
acknowledge donations of: €220; €100
Your generosity to the Cathedral
Renovation Appeal is much
appreciated. Thank you.

Diocesan Needs Appeal
The second collection at all Masses
this weekend is the annual appeal
from Bishop Fintan for your support in
helping him to provide support in the
Diocese for Safeguarding Catechetics,
Lay Ministry and Administration.

Divine Mercy Conference
RDS Dublin 21st February next. Day
return (from Nenagh to Dublin) by bus
on Saturday 21st February. Exact times
and locations closer to the date.
Speakers include Fr. Jim Blount and Fr.
Leon Pereira. Cost €70 to include bus
and entry ticket. Contacts only please

via whatsapp Karen 087-4160385 orpj

Séamus 087-2752578 for enquiries and
bookings. A deposit of €40 to  secure
place via revolut, paypal or post marked
Divine Mercy Conference.

Why Baptism?

—

8 St. Joseph’s

@ Remembered in Masses this Week:
Sat 7pm: John & Josephine O'Gorman, Kilkee
Marie O'Gorman, Shannon Park.
Sun 11th 10am: No intention booked.
11.45am: Toss O'Sullivan, New Road.
Mary Chesser, Glenina, Gort Rd.
Mon 10.30am: John & Maureen Arthur, Tulla Rd.
Phil Barrow, Drumcliffe.
Tom, Joan & Mary Reidy, Ennis.
Joseph Whelan, Ennis.
Tues 10.30am: Book of Intentions.
Wed 10.30am: Patrick McMahon, Dysart.
Thu 10.30am: Maura Roche, Dublin.
Fri 10.30am: No intention booked.
Sat: 10.30am: No intention booked.
7pm: Pat Madden, Kincora Park. MM.
John Downes, Marian Ave.
Ann O’Connor, Corrovorrin Grove.
Margaret & Michael Roche, Kincora Park.
Sun 18th 10am: Mary O’Keeffe, Drumcliffe Rd.
11.45am: No intention booked.

Cloughleigh ®
Remembered in Masses this Week:
9.30am: Special Intention.
Tue 9.30am:  Book of Intentions.
Wed 9.30am:  Bridget Cross Kinnane, Ennistymon.
Thurs 9.30am: Paddy & Kathleen Cotter, Doonbeg.
Sun 18th 11am: Delia & James Armstrong,

Cahercalla.

The Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord
always comes at the beginning of the
new year, a time associated with
resolutions and new beginnings. What
makes us truly human is that we are
capable of making decisions and
promises and of sticking faithfully to
them.

Baptism for Jesus meant the will of
his Father - the meaning and
message of his life.

Indeed there is a sense in which we
can say that every Baptismal Font is a
‘tributary’ of the River Jordan.

My name was called....

Helen/Paul....| baptise you...’

In our lives there are decisions, mo-
ments, opportunities when God calls
us to new beginnings, renewed fidelity,
deepening trust, more generous
service. Our calling is to be like Christ
- to have his values, his attitudes, his
way of dealing with people. It's a
decision which must be renewed daily,
a decision to follow Jesus Christ, a
commitment to try to grow in my faith.
It may be to heal a quarrel, to let a
grievance go, to give up alcohol or
drugs, to serve my neighbour in a new
way.

In Baptism, | became a ‘Child of the
Light'. In this way | was called to be a
‘light'.

Through me others see the ‘light’ and
in this way we are empowered to
‘shine’ in their particular way.

Calling all Eucharistic Ministers
& Readers of the Word
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The Abbey Pastoral Area is organising a short
refresher course for all who serve as Eucharistic
Ministers and Readers of the Word in any of the
churches in our Pastoral Area, The course will be
offered on two nights each so as to give all involved
an opportunity to attend ONE of the dates that suits
them best.

The venue will be St. Joseph’s Church on the
following dates at 7.30pm:

Readers of the Word:
Tuesday 27th January or Tuesday 3rd February;

Eucharistic Ministers:
Tuesday 13th January or Wednesday 14th January;

Anyone involved in these ministries is to attend ONE
of the relevant meetings. The meetings are also open
to those interested in becoming a Reader or
Eucharistic Minister.

Ennis Parish
Development Fund
for Sunday, 4th January, 2026

Fund €4,999
Online €1,473




Primary School Enrolment
for the School Year 2026-2027

Ennis Parish Schools’
Agreed Application System

Féile haite ar Tiarna

Parents/Guardians wishing to enrol their Féle Bhaiste & dTiama, Celiirfar Baiste &r
dTiarna losa Criost ag Nagmh Eoin Baiste in

Chﬂdren into Junior Infants (2nd C]ass 1n the abhainn na lordainne inniu, Ocaid mhor i stair an
tslanaithe ab ea €. Chuir losa tus lena bheatha

HOly Famlly Senior SChOOl) are advised that Phoibli. Leagann na Soiscéil uile béim ar ungadh

osa leis an Spiorad Naomh ag a bhaisteadh.

application forms are available from each school | Yorath an Serad Naomh, gﬁfgi{t?;rcgé’”g g

on their websites or by email request. E;fgi_%?ﬁg?ggam“gg,egg ﬂ&éﬁ}iﬁ‘aﬁsi%;cgﬂftgg

= = aisteadh losa 1 ngach ceann de na Soiscéil. Le

The closing date for receipt of completed cumhacht an sﬁ,#?raid s chuaigh <é tha ag
. . : éanamh na maithe agus ag cur as do chumhac

Apphcatlon Forms 1s an pheaca. O this naghEag aise tuigtear go bhfuil

th didthbhaint idir &r mbaiste agus baiste an Tiarna.

Thursday 297 ] anuary 2026 Baisteadh sinn in ainm na Triondide Ronaofa. Is

féidir linn machnamh ar ar mbaiste agus ar ar
mbeatha inniu. Is féidir linn &r moideanna baiste a

The agreed system operates for the following anuachan fiesn. Fechmionn an Spiorad 6o

: : . cilin san anam ag cabhrd leis an duine

Ennis Parish Schools: nMwaireaqhtéiI ge réirﬁngtspiscéil. Naomhspioraid

: ar sin: Tar chugainn, a Naomhspiorai

* CBS Prlmary School Bheannaithe; Comhair?igh sinn in am is i%tréth.
o Gaelscoil Mhichil CiOSég Treoraigh sinn ar rod na beatha seo, is stitiir sinn

go riocht na ngrast. Aiméan.

. . .
Ennis National School Today we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of

. Holy Famlly Junior School Jesus by John the Baptist in the River Jordan. It
. . was an important event in the hjstor\é of

* HOly Famlly Senior School redemption. Jesus began his public life. Each
. , , gospel lays emphasis on the anointing of Jesus

° Scoil Chriost Ri with the Hola/ Spirit at his baptism. The heavens
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God

Complete application forms to be descend like a dove and alight on him. And a

voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the
Beloved, with him | am well pleased. Listen to
him.” (Matthew 3:16-17) All the gospels refer to

the heavens opening. With the power of the Holy

returned to the school online or by post

Rest in Peace Shannon Airport to Medjugorje - May 20th || Syt Jesus went around doing good and
2026 - €845 per person sharing. Price || thwarting the power of sin. From the beginning of
.:ﬂ:%IF increases to €895 after [Jan 30th. Full religious %grlgg%gls%tg?fghlrsisiiaﬂgsgugogﬁgﬁn Vf\J/GétV\\//v%?g
I -I_ P programmed operated by Marian Pigrimages baptised in the name of the Blessed Trinity. We
-]Il]]jm]}]’ Medjugorje Team. Bookings for this seven||can reflect on this and on our lives today. We can
<] night pilgrimage can me made by contacting | | also renew our baptismal vows. The Holy Spirit
: : Kathleen and Jimmy Morris on: 061 362657 or | | Works quietly helping us to live according to the
Michael Farrelly, Rossanore, Lifford; 086 3271657 ospel. T . .
ome O Holy Spirit, enlighten us in everything we
Pat Murray, Dalcassian Park; do. Guide us on our way through life, and direct
Charity Bingo Fundraiser in aid of Liam || us to everlasting life. Amen
Dermot Hayes, Old Military Barracks; ﬁ]ShTerZ :Cc;];)ol\,:/r; EIO”((:&;)tjr’]tl;dllfii(’)tv(\alll” t;l:ﬁ] iglagﬁ Calling all Lady Cyclists! Ave you interested in
Sr. Sheila Normoyle, Sisters of Charity Sunday, January 18 at 7 pm Doo,rs open at 6 joining a friendly All Ladies’ Cycling Club?
K sister of Eileen Cahill. College Y _ : Meeting on Sundays and also midweek during the
New York, sis , g pm. Minimum prize money of €1000 pro rata. | | summer. Membership is now open. Contact us by
Green; Jackpot game €300. Spot prizes on the night. | | email clccsecretary@gmail.com

Patrick Cusack, Cottage Gardens Station Ennis Active Retirement: Will resume || Chair Exercise for Seniors: Every Wednesday 11

Road. Funeral Mass in the Cathedral on meeting on Tuesday 13th January 2026 at || -12n0on - next to St Joseph's Hospital. Pay as you
Saturday at 11am followed by private Scout Hall at 11am. go. For more information contact 0868507227
cremation. Trish Cleary

Clare Roots’ Society commence their 2026 series
. . . of lectures at 7:30pm on Thursday 15th January at
Parish Statistics Clare Education Centre, Kilrush Road, Ennis,
VO5F782. Lecture Title: Finding Ogle: The Mystery

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 cB)fr gggrilglijappearing Workhouse Master by David

Chair exercises for Seniors resuming at
Baptisms Community Centre, Cloughleigh Ennis:

Pl 118 175 234 187 188 193 Wednesday 14th January 3pm-4pm; Cost €5;
Contact Brigid: 086 8428618

Marriages 11 29 43 28 23 27

Meditation and gentle movement: Cloughleigh
Community Centre (V95 K31X) Mondays 10am to
Deaths 128 162 168 173 174 197 || 11.45am. information: Mary at 087 9701130.




Today’s Scripture Readings

Entrance Antiphon

After the Lord was baptised, the heavens
were opened, and the Spirit descended
upon him like a dove,

and the voice of the Father thundered:
This is my beloved Son, with whom | am
well pleased.

PENITENTIAL RITE
P. Have mercy on us, O Lord
C. For we have sinned against you.
P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
C. And grant us your salvation.
P. May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.
C. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to people of good will. We praise you,
we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord
God, heavenly King, God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have
mercy on us; you take away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer; you are seated at
the right hand of the Father, have mercy on
us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

s 42:1-4, 6-7
Thus says the Lord:
Here is my servant whom | uphold, my
chosen one in whom my soul delights.
| have endowed him with my spirit that he
may bring true justice to the nations.
He does not cry out or shout aloud, or
make his voice heard in the streets.
He does nor break the crushed reed, nor
quench the wavering flame.
Faithfully he brings true justice; he will
neither waver nor be crushed until true
justice is established on earth, for the islands
are awaiting his law. |, the Lord, have called
you to serve the cause of right; | have taken
you by the hand and formed you; | have
appointed you as covenant of the people
and light of the nations, to open the eyes of
the blind, to free captives from prison,

and those who live in darkness from the
dungeon.
The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm:
Response: The Lord will bless his
people with peace.

O give the Lord you sons of God,
give the Lord glory and power,
give the Lord the glory of his name.
Adore the Lord in his holy court
R.

The Lord’s voice resounding on the wa-
ters, the Lord on the immensity of wa-
ters; the voice of the Lord, full of power,
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour.
R.

The God of glory thunders.
In his temple they all cry: “Glory!”
The lord sat enthroned over the flood:
the Lord sits as king for ever.

R.

A reading from the Acts of the
Apostles Act. 10:34-38

Peter addressed Cornelius and his
household: 'The truth | have now come to
realise’ he said 'is that God does not
have favourites, but that anybody of any
nationality who fears God and does what
is right is acceptable to him.’

'It is true, God sent his word to the peo-
ple of Israel, and it was to them that the
good news of peace was brought by Je-
sus Christ - but Jesus Christ is Lord of all
men. You must have heard about the
recent happenings in Judaea; about Je-
sus of Nazareth and how he began in
Galilee, after John had been preaching
baptism. God had anointed him with the
Holy Spirit and with power, and because
God was with him, Jesus went about
doing good and curing all who had fallen
into the power of the devil.'

The word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

The heavens opened and the Father's
voice resounded:

“This is my Son, the Beloved.

Listen to Him".Alleluia!

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Matthew. Mt 3:13-17

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to
be baptised by John. John tried to
dissuade him. 'ltis | who need baptism
from you,' he said, ‘and yet you come to
me!" But Jesus replied, 'Leave it like this
for the time being; it is fitting that we
should in this way, do all that righteous-
ness demands." At this, John gave in to
him.
As soon as Jesus was baptised he came
up from the water, and suddenly the
heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and coming
down on him. And a voice spoke from
heaven, 'This is my Son, the beloved; my
favour rests on him.'

The Gospel of the Lord

PROFESSION OF FAITH
| believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things
visible and invisible.
| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the
Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, con-
substantial with the Father; through him
all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, and by the Holy
Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suf-
fered death and was buried, and rose
again on the third day In accordance with
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther.
He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead and his kingdom will
have no end.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-
ther and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is adored and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets.
| believe in one, holy, catholic and apos-
tolic Church. | confess one Baptism for
the forgiveness of sins and I look forward
to the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

Communion Antiphon

Behold the One of whom John said:

| have seen and testified that this is
the Son of God.




