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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

YEAR A John 9:1-41

Sunday 15" March 2026

The Fourth Sunday of Lent is
traditionally known as Laetare
Sunday. The word Laetare comes
from the Latin meaning “Rejoice.”
On this day, in the middle of the §
Lenten season, the Church invites us
to pause from the more penitential
tone of Lent and rejoice in the hope
of the approaching celebration of
Easter. It reminds us that our Lenten
journey is not only about sacrifice
and repentance, but also about the
joy that comes from God’s mercy
and salvation.

The spirit of rejoicing is also reflected in the liturgy. The Church
may use rose-coloured vestments, the music becomes a little
more joyful, and the atmosphere of the celebration reflects the
hope that Easter is near. It is like a moment of encouragement
during a long journey, reminding us that the destination is close
and the joy of the Resurrection awaits us.

Laetare Sunday reminds us that Christian life is not meant to
remain in darkness or sadness. Even in times of struggle, God’s
grace gives us hope and light. In the midst of our Lenten
practices of prayer, fasting, and charity, we are reminded that
God’s love is always leading us toward joy and renewal.

The Gospel of today
(John 9:1-41) beautifully
reflects this theme of
moving from darkness to
light. Jesus brings light
into the life of a man born
blind, symbolizing how
Christ opens our eyes to
the truth and leads us
into the light of faith.

As we celebrate Laetare Sunday, we are invited to renew our
hope and rejoice in the Lord. The Lenten journey continues, but
today the Church gently reminds us that the light of Easter is
already beginning to shine. May this joy strengthen us to
continue our path of conversion and prepare our hearts for the
celebration of the Resurrection.

elare
Sunday

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Mass Times

Cathedral:

Monday to Friday 7.40am, 11am &
7.30pm

Saturday 11 am & Vigil 6.30pm
Sunday 8am, 9.30am & 11.30am

www.ennisparish.com/webcam
Radio link:106.4fm

St. Joseph's:

Monday to Friday 10.30am
Saturday 10.30am & Vigil 7pm
Sunday 1 Oam & 11.45am

www.ennisparish.com/our-parish/
stjosephs-church-webcam

Friary:

Monday to Saturday 10am
Vigil Mass Saturday 7 .30pm
Sunday 10.30am

www.ennisparish.com/our-parish/
franciscan-friary-webcam/

Christ the King - Cloughleigh
Monday to Friday 9.30am

Sunday 11am

Anniversary Masses and Baptisms

are booked through the Parish
Office: 065 6824043 (office hours).

Sacrament
of Reconciliation

Cathedral & Friary:
Cathedral: Monday to Friday
7pm to 7.25pm

Saturday after the Vigil Mass
Friary: Tuesday to Saturday
11-12 noon & 4-5pm

Baptisms
Can be booked through the Parish
Office.

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament

Monday to Friday in the Cathedral
from 5pm until 7pm

Presbyteries

Cathedral:- 6824043;
Email: info@ennisparish.com
Kincora Park:- 6829584
Cloughleigh:- 6797489;
Friary:- 6828751

Ennis Parish Web Site:

http: www.ennisparish.com
Facebook:

http : facebook.com/ennisparish



Priest on Duty 15th March, 2026
Contact: Fr. Jibin Tel. 065 6869098

Cathedral
Remembered in Masses this Week:
Sat:6.30pm: Tom Sheehan, Brookville & Beara, Cork.
Paddy Singleton, Hermitage.
Hal & Eva Fraser, Considine’s Tce.
Eileen Kierse, St. Michael's Villas.
James Vaughan, The Market.
Richard Crotty, Willow Park.
Sun 15th 8am: Mary Ellen McInerney, Doora.
Jaime Murphy, The Phillipines.
Special Intention.
9.30am: Leo Guy, Circular Rd.
11.30am: John Neylon, Kilmorane, Darragh.
Patrick O'Donoghue, Limerick & Ennis.
Elizabeth & Catherine Kilmartin & Family,
Caherbarna, Liscannor.
Frances Cosgrove, Ard na Gréine.
Michael O'Neill, Carmody St.
Angela Reidy, Gort na mBlath, Gort Rd.
Peter Fox, High St. & Clareabbey, Clarecastle.
Peter Wilkie, Hermitage & Kearney Family,
Elm Hill, O'Callaghan’s Mills.
Ciara Fox and Deceased Fox Family, Hermitage.
1pm: Mass for Polish Community.
5pm: Mass for Brazilian Community.
Mon 7.40am: Holy Souls.
11am Tom & Nor Harnett, Tralee.
7.30pm: Vigil Mass for St. Patrick’s Day.
Tues: St. Patrick’s Day.
8am Book of Intentions.
9.30am: Rice College Mass.
11.30am: Patrick Keane, Considine Tce. MM.
Kevin Banville, Wexford.
7.30pm No Mass
Wed 7.40am: No intention booked.
11am: PJ Cleary, Sligo.
7.30pm: PJ Frawley, London & Kilmaley.
Thurs 7.40am: No intention booked.
11am: Michael & Margaret Lynch, Mullagh.
Felix & Jane O'Dwyer, Carrigaholt.
Lilian & James Rooney, New York & Leitrim.
7.30pm: Deceased Bohan & Nestor Families.
Patrick, Catherine & Margaret Doohan, Connolly.
Fri 7.40am: Mass for the People.
11am: Michael & Esther O’Loughlin, Hermitage.
Mary Larkin, & Eamon Cronin, Ennis & USA.
7.30pm: Billy & Theresa Fitzgerald, Clare Rd.
Gerard O’Loughlin, Old Gort Rd. & San Francisco.
Peg Courtney, Ard na Gréine.
George Macnamara, Phoenix Court & Corofin. MM.
Sat:11am: Confirmation Mass—Ennis NS.
6.30pm: Anne Flanagan, College Grove. MM.
Frank McMahon, Drumcaranmore, Loughville.
Brassil Family, Ennis & Kilrush.
Sean & Patsy McCarthy, Hermitage.
Albert Hanberry, Roslevan.
Marty Browne, Cahercalla Estate.
Thomas Cronin, & Tommy Jr., Ballintemple, Cork &
Kilrush Rd.
Brid Howard, Glenina.
Don & Jenny Ryan, Summerhill.
Fergus Curran, Ballinasloe.
Michael O'Callaghan, Hermitage.

Maisie & John Bradley & Deceased Family, Limerick Rd.

Sun 8am: No intention booked.
9.30am: Kevin & Bridie Murphy, Sligo.
Mary Considine, Hazelwood.
11.30am: Liam Murphy, Rockmount. MM.
Joe McDonnell, Castlelawn. MM.
Patrick Howard & Ann O’Sullivan,
St. Michael's Villas & Swords, Co. Dublin.
John Linnane, St. Flannan’s Tce.
Joe & Margaret (Gay) O'Sullivan, Circular Rd.
Patrick Kerin, Carron.
1pm: Mass for the Ukranian Community.
5pm: Mass for the Brazilian Community.

St. Patrick’s Day
Aifrinn do L& Fhéile Padraig
Mass Times on Tuesday

Vigil Mass:

Monday 7.30pm Cathedral;
Tuesday:

Cathedral 8am; 9.30am (Blessing of
Shamrock and Liturgy led by Rice
College); 11.30am.

St. Joseph’s: 10am & 11.45am;
Friary: 10am;

Cloughleigh: 11am;

Poor Clare Monastery: 7.45am.

Please note: No evening mass in
Ennis on St. Patrick’s Day.

Cathedral Renovation Appeal
In the past week Fr. Tom wishes to
acknowledge donation of €500.

St. Joseph’s

Remembered in Masses this Week:
Sat 7pm: Terry Lynch, Kilkee & Ennis. MM.
Sun 15th 10am: John Daly, Drumcliffe Rd.
11.45am:Anthony Cullinan, Barnhill, Doora.1st Anniv.
Joe & Mary Moroney, Old Corrovorrin.
Mon 10.30am: Pat Quinn, Sligo & Nora Armstrong,
Eastleigh.
Book of Intentions.
Jenny & Michael Carmody, Kincora Park.
Mary & Malty McDonagh, Miltown Malbay.
11.45am: Theresa Browne, Tulla Rd.
Wed 10.30am: No intention booked.
Thu 10.30am: Bridget Raftery, Galway.
Maureen & James O'Keeffe, Lifford Rd.
Fri 10.30am: No intention booked.
Sat: 10.30am: Michael & Mary Neville, Cloughleigh.
Joan & Tristan Rose Crowe, Willow Park.
7pm: Past & Present Members Downs Syndrome
Community Co. Clare
Sun 26th 10am: Mary, James & John Sexton,
Ballard, Miltown Malbay
Frank O'Connor, Oak Park & Kilnamona.
Jim Flanagan, Roslevan.

Tues 10am:

11.45

Your generosity to the Cathedral
Renovation Appeal is much
appreciated. Thank you

Our Lenten Journey—Week 4

Morning Prayer
Monday to Friday 7.30am Cathedral
except on St. Patrick’s Day.

Cloughleigh
Remembered in Masses this Week:
Mon: 9.30am: Michael Joe, Bubbyé& Lynch Family,
Mullagh.
Tue 11am:  Book of Intentions.
Sun 1lam: James & Maura McMahon, Cusack Rd.
Patrick, Mary Ann & JJ Fitzpatrick, Circular Rd.
Austin Connole, Loughville.
Special Intention.

Daily Mass

Seven daily Masses to choose from
in the parish.

7.40am Cathedral
7.45am Poor Clares’
9.30am Cloughleigh
10am Friary
10.30am St. Joseph'’s
11am Cathedral
7.30pm Cathedral
Eucharistic Adoration

Monday to Friday 5pm—7pm

including St. Patrick’s Day.

Late Nights Monday ~ 8pm—10pm
with a priest available for
Confession, Chat or Blessing.

Stations of the Cross

Friday at Cathedral 8pm

Labhair Gaeilge Linn

During the month of ~ .\
EK

March, we are embracing
the Irish Language in our
Liturgies.

)l Thursday 19th March is the Feast of

Newly Baptised
We welcome into the Christian
Community through the
Sacrament of Baptism: \«x |{
22

Daniela Rose Loughran;
Edward Charlie McDonagh

Marian Avenue Grotto Meeting
Meeting to elect new committee for Marian Avenue
Grotto takes place upstairs at Steele’s Bar on
Wednesday 18th March next at 7pm.
Marian Avenue and its Grotto celebrates 70th
anniversary this year. All welcome.

Gentle Reminder!
A gentle reminder to those who have borrowed books,
especially Bibles, from the small library in St Joseph's
Church; please return them so that others may avail of
their use.

Columbarium
Joseph O'Neill from Eternum Columbarium will be
available in the Cathedral on Monday and Tuesday
23rd & 24th March from 9am to 6pm for those
interested in reserving the last few niches in the
Columbarium. To make an appointment please text
085 2148301

St. Joseph’s Day

St. Joseph. In recent years devotion ¥
to St. Joseph has gained popularity il
with the late Pope Francis and the popularity of
sleeping St. Joseph, reassuring him at a time when
his relationship with Mary was questionable, after

_4 Mary was asked to be the Mother of Jesus and at a
time where there was a threat to the life of the new
born from Herod. There are no recorded words of St.
Joseph in the scriptures—he is very much a saint of
silence.




d BlG THAKRR YOU—Mils€ BUIOCHAS
Cora, from our Parish Office, thanks you all for
your attendance at Hospice Jinja Coffee
Morning in the Chapter Room of Cathedral last
Sunday

The sum of €3,442 was donated - an amazing
sum which will go a long way to assist the sick
children in the Hospice and continue the
building works.

Thanks to the inspirational team of colleagues
and friends who baked, prepared, and
organised this very pleasant get together. So
grateful to them all. Cora is paying all her own
expenses involved in the trip and everyone in
this charity is a volunteer so every cent goes
directly to the charity.  Mile buiochas to all for
your amazing generosity.

https://lwww.idonate.ie/crowdfunder/
corahahessymcnulty

Candlelight Serenade
St. Columba’s Church, Bindon Street.
Saturday 21st March, 7.30pm Enjoy an
evening of music that travels the genres and
ages, whilst tugging at the heartstrings. Tenor
Vincent Di Placido and Soprano Janet Woods
will carry you on a musical journey, where each
song tells a story, weaving a tapestry of
romance across cultures and time. They will be
joined by Christopher Callinan on piano, Nigel
Bridge as compére and Loinnir Chamber Choir,
under baton of Fiona Walshe. Tickets
available from Cathedral Parish

i : . [E]7iE]
Office and https://buytickets.at/
acandlelightserenade or scan EI

QRcode.  Tickets €20

Ennis Bridge Club Charity Night
Connolly Cup Monday 23rd March 7.30pm at
Clare Community Bridge Centre, Ennis. Entry
€20 includes raffle and refreshments. Proceeds
in aid of Slaine an Chlair Clare Cancer Support.

Eucharistic Ministers
This weekend we welcome our
new Eucharistic Ministers in the
Cathedral.
We thank all who volunteer to || =
minister in a variety of ministries &.h:l
and help build up the local 7
Christian Community.

| TH n 1
" JIEucharistic
Munistirs

REST IN PEACE
Mary Hagger nee Lawlor, Cloughleigh &
Newmarket on Fergus;

Jaime Murphy, Phillippines, sister of Mary
O'Flaherty, An tSean Dun, Tulla Rd.

Dennis Fitzgibbon,

Thailand & Marian Avenue, Ennis,
Jonathan Curtin,

Park Avenue & Drumbonniv, Crusheen;

Derrie Waldron, Shannon & late Parnell St.

Ennis Parish
Development Fund

for Sunday, 8th March, 2026
Fund €5,965
Online €243.50

Abbey Pastoral Area
Lenten Reconciliation Service

Monday 30th March 7.30pm—8.15pm at the
Cathedral. Priests available for individual
Confession. All welcome.

‘Lord make us an instrument of you peace’

Sacrament of Confirmation

N :
(tCSa,@rﬁf*matron

Fr. Joy as delegate of Bishop Fintan will
confer the Sacrament of Confirmation on
pupils from Ennis National School on
Saturday Morning at 11am in the Cathedral.

Please pray for the boys and girls and their
families and schools as they prepare to
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

TROCAIRE

Working for a Just World

On the fourth week of our Lenten Journey of
helping the poor, Trécaire works on our behalf
in helping millions of people facing
humanitarian catastrophes because of
extreme weather or conflict. Every cent and
Euro makes a difference.

CLARECARE over 65’s Club - Ennis Day
Care Centre Located in Cuan an Chlair,
Cahercalla. Now Welcoming new members.
Join us for a variety of activities including
bingo, arts & crafts, light exercise, music, and
singing. Enjoy a hot home-cooked meal, fun,
laughter, friendship — and much more!

Call 086-4183535 / 065-6828901 (9:00am —
3:30pm) for more details.

Lost & Found
Ladies watch found in the grounds of the
Cathedral. Contract Parish Office.

Mothers’ Day

for the love of the mothers
you have given us,
whose love is so precious that it can
never be measured,
whose patience seems to have no end.
May we see your loving hand behind
them and guiding them.
We pray for those mothers who fear they
will run out of love
or time, or patience.
We ask you to bless them
with your own special love.

dona Paoibh go I¢gir

Down Syndrome Clare and Shannon Cycling
Club invite all cyclists to participate in our yearly
Odd Socks Cycle in aid of Down Syndrome Clare.
The Cycle takes place on Sunday 22nd March.
Roll out 9.30am from Shannon Comprehensive.

50km and 100km routes to choose from,

Wear fun and colourful socks to show your
support. Prize draw for the best dressed ankles.
All funds raised go directly to Down Syndrome
Clare. Link to sign up is: https://eventmaster.ie/

event/qqRVIP7SQq

Easter Chicks

On this Mothers’ Day and to celebrate the Feast of
St. Patrick, we have Easter Chicks for sale after
Mass. The chicks were all individually knitted and
contain a Cadbury's Créme
: - » Egg — €3 each or 4 for €10
.\ Wwith proceeds going to the
(;¥ . Cathedral Renovation Appeal.
. Also available in both the

Parish and Friary Offices.

The Annual Matt Talbot Novena will continue on
Wednesday, March 18th, at 7pm in Tulla Church
with Mass and Benediction. Fr. Tom Ryan from
Ennis Cathedral will be the celebrant on the night.
As part of the evening's Novena, there will be a
special blessing of car and house keys—a
symbolic gesture inviting God's protection and
guidance in our daily lives. You are warmly invited
to join us on this pilgrimage through Lent.
Attending the Novena could be a meaningful
Lenten resolution.

Trad Session in Cois na hAbhna

on St. Patricks Evening 6pm -8.30pm.
All musicians dancers singers & listeners
welcome.Guest musicians & cupan taé.

Medugorgie Pilgrimage 7 nights, 20th May 2026.
Shannon to Mostar.€895 pp sharing. Full religious
programme. Operated by Marion Pilgrimage team.
To book contact Rachel Haren 087 6747869

Active Agers Group Fitness Classes (55+)
focusing on functional strength, balance and
fitness for everyday life. Starting Monday 13th
April, 9:30am-10:20am in Clarecastle Abbey Hall.
All abilities welcome. More info contact Noel
Collins — 085 863 6296.

‘Passing the Flame in Ennis' Retreat hosted by
Flame of Love of the Imnmaculate Heart of Mary
Movement in Church of Our Lady, Roslevan
Saturday, 28t March 9.30am to 4.30pm.  Bishop
Fintan Monahan will celebrate the Mass. Please
bring a packed lunch. No fee or prior registration
is required. For more information:
info@flameoflove.ie All welcome.




Today’s Scripture Readings

Entrance Antiphon

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.
Be joyful, all who were in mourning;
Exult and be satisfied at her consoling
breast.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Have mercy on us, O Lord
For we have sinned against you.

P
C

P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
C. And grant us your salvation.
P

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

C. Amen.

A reading from the first book of Samuel.
1Sam 16:1.,6-7, 10-13

The Lord said to Samuel, “Fill your horn with oil
and go. | am sending you to Jesse of Beth-
lehem, for | have chosen myself a king among
his sons.” When Samuel arrived, he caught sight
of Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lords anointed
one stands there before him”, but the Lord said
to Samuel, “Take no notice of his appearance or
his height for | have rejected him; God
does not see as man sees; man looks at appear-
ances but the Lord looks at the heart”. Jesse
presented his seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel
said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen these”.
He then asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you
have?” He answered, “There is still one left,
the youngest; he is out looking after the sheep”.
Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him;
we will not sit down to eat until he comes”. Jesse
had him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with
fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The Lord said
“Come, anoint him, for this is the one”. At this,
Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him
where he stood with his brothers; and the spirit of
the Lord seized on David and stayed with him
from that day on.
The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm
Response: The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.

The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing | shall want.

Fresh and green are the pastures

where he gives me repose.

Near restful waters he leads me,

to revive my drooping spirit. R

He guides me along the right path;

he is true to his name.

If I should walk in the valley of darkness

no evil would | fear.

You are there with your crook

and your staff;

with these you give me comfort R

You have prepared a banquet for me

in the sight of my foes.

My head you have anointed with oil;

my cup is overflowing. R

Surely goodness and kindness

shall follow me all the days of my life.

In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell

for ever and ever. R

A reading from the letter of Paul to the
Ephesians. Ep 5.8-14

You were darkness once, but now you are
light in the Lord; be like children of light, for
the effects of the light are seen in complete
goodness and right living and truth. Try to
discover what the Lord wants of you, having
nothing to do with the futile works of
darkness but exposing them by contrast. The
things which are done in secret are things
that people are ashamed even to speak of;
but anything exposed by the light will be illu-
minated and anything illuminated turns into
light. That is why it is said:

Wake up from your sleep,

rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation

Glory to you, O Christ,

you are the Word of God!

| am the light of the world,

says the Lord;

Anyone who follows me will have the light
of life.

Glory to you, O Christ,

you are the Word of God!

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to John. Jn9:1.41

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had
been blind from birth. He spat on the
ground, made a paste with the spittle, put
this over the eyes of the blind man and said
to him, 'Go and wash in the Pool of
Siloam' (a name that means 'sent). So the
blind man went off and washed himself, and
came away with his sight restored.

His neighbours and people who earlier had
seen him begging said, 'Isn't this the man
who used to sit and beg?' Some said, 'Yes, it
is the same one.' Others said, ‘No, he only
looks like him." The man himself said, 'l am
the man.'

They brought the man who had been blind to
the Pharisees. It had been a Sabbath day
when Jesus made the paste and opened the
man's eyes, so when the  Pharisees asked
him how he had come to see, he said

'He put a paste on my eyes, and | washed,
and now | can see.' Then some of the Phari-
sees said, 'This man cannot be from God: he
does not keep the Sabbath." Others said,
'How could a sinner produce signs like this?'
And there was disagreement among them.
So they spoke to the blind man again, 'What
have you to say about him yourself, now that
he has opened your eyes?' 'He is a prophet'
replied the man.

‘Are you trying to teach us," they replied ‘and
you a sinner through and through, since you
were born!" And they drove him away.

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and
when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you
believe in the Son of Man?' 'Sir," the man
replied 'tell me who he is so that | may
believe in him." Jesus said, 'You are looking
at him; he is speaking to you.' The man said,
‘Lord, | believe', and worshipped him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
PROFESSION OF FAITH

| believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things
visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven, and by the Holy
Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
became man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third day
In accordance with the Scriptures. He as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead and
his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is
adored and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. | confess one Baptism for the for-
giveness of sins and | look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Communion Antiphon
The Lord anointed my eyes: | went, |
washed, | saw and | believed in God.




