TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

YEAR A MATTHEW 20:1-16

Sunday 20"September 2026

God’s generosity. One of the most striking things about
the parable in the Gospel reading is the landowner’s
relentlessness in pursuing labourers, his willingness to hire
the ones that others overlooked or did not want, and his
payment of a full day’s wage.

Jesus tells wus that the
kingdom of heaven is like this
landowner. God takes the |

initiative in seeking us out.
Choosing us despite our
weakness and generously =
giving himself to us. '

God invites us to work for his &
kingdom each and every day.
Each has a special role to play.

Work done by a parent in the home, for example, is real work
even if it’s unpaid. So too is work done when people help
their neighbours or take an active part in local community
organisations.

Gaelic footballers / camogie players / hurlers work very hard
for many years to get themselves into a County, Provincial or
All-Ireland Final. There are many other examples of real work
that are not paid employment that could be cited here.

In today’s Gospel reading Jesus tells the story of the workers
in the vineyard. In this story we can see how people’s
attitude towards payment for their work changed as people
who worked shorter hours received the same remuneration.
This story challenges us to reflect on our attitudes towards
paid employment.

The Gospel challenges us to reflect on our understanding of
what work really is. Meaningful work is very important for
everyone. It plays a huge role in defining how people engage
in shaping the world in which they live. People need
meaningful work. It contributes to developing one’s skills,
one’s sense of self-worth and so much more. Work is
anything that contributes to one’s own development, the
development of community or the wider society. Society
ignores the value of such work at its peril.

Lord, bless the work of our hands today. Guide us,
strengthen us, and help us to honour You in all we do. Amen

Mass Times

Cathedral:

Monday to Friday 7.40am, 11am &
7.30pm

Saturday 11 am & Vigil 6.30pm
Sunday 8am, 9.30am & 11.30am

www.ennisparish.com/webcam
Radio link:106.4fm

St. Joseph's:

Monday to Friday 10.30am
Saturday 10.30am & Vigil 7pm
Sunday 1 Oam & 11.45am

www.ennisparish.com/our-parish/
stjosephs-church-webcam

Friary:

Monday to Saturday 10am
Vigil Mass Saturday 7 .30pm
Sunday 10.30am

www.ennisparish.com/our-parish/
franciscan-friary-webcam/

Christ the King - Cloughleigh

Monday to Friday 9.30am
Sunday 11am

Anniversary Masses and Bapt;sms
are booked through the Parish
Office: 065 6824043 (office hours).

Sacrament
of Reconciliation

Cathedral & Friary:
Cathedral: Monday to Friday

7pm to 7.25pm

Saturday after the Vigil Mass
Friary: Tuesday, Friday & Saturday
11-12 noon & 4-5 pm

Baptisms
Can be booked through the Parish
Office.

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament

Monday to Friday in the Cathedral
from 5pm until 7pm

Presbyteries

Cathedral:- 6824043;
Email: info@ennisparish.com
Kincora Park:- 6829584
Cloughleigh:- 6797489;
Friary:- 6828751

Ennis Parish Web Site:

http: www.ennisparish.com
Facebook:

http : facebook.com/ennisparish



Priest on Duty 20th September 2026
Contact: Fr. Pat Malone 065 6869098

Cathedral
Sat: 6.30pm: Ann Coffey, Hermitage.

Dan & Mary O'Keeffe, ‘Prague’, Ardlea Rd.

Cora Moloney (nee Rice). Claremount, Clarecaste.

Marian Kelly, Knock, Kilrush.

John & Mary Griffin, Beechpark.
Sun 20th 8am: No intention booked.
9.30am: Paddy Reidy, Golf Links Rd.

PJ & Rita Keane, Loughville.

Anne Smyth, Roscommon.
11.30am: Tony Mulrennan, Clare Rd.

Bridie & Tony Mahony, Hermitage,

Maureen Mahony, London & Tulla.

Deceased Members of Reserve Defence Forces.

John & Rebecca Hogan, Shanaway.
William & Susan Faye, Dublin.
Finbarr O'Toole, Friars’ Close.

Mon 7.40am: Special intention.

11am Joan Dargan, Limerick Rd.

7.30pm: Cahill, Purcell & Raftery Families.

Tues 7.40am Book of Intentions.

11am: Baby Alex Regan, Kiltannon, Tulla.

7.30pm: Edward Moran.

Wed 7.40am: Margaret Foudy, Kilrush Rd

Bridget O'Connor, Been, Inagh.

11am: Deceased McEnery Family, Circular Rd.

7.30pm: No intention booked.
Thurs 7.40am: No intention booked.
11am: No intention booked.

7.30pm: Ralph Martin, California & Ennis.

Fri 7.40am: Mass for the People.
11am: No intention booked.

7.30pm: Kathleen Keane, Connolly Villas. 1st Anniv.
Sat:11am: Anthony Kelly, Fergus Park. 1st Anniv.

Mary, Patrick & Noel Ryan, Dalcassian Ave.

6.30pm: Assumpta Sheehan, Coopers’ Place.

Ben Sheehan, Turnpike Rd.
Pat Hynes, Clare Rd.

Michael, Assumpta, Michelle & Tiana Farrell,

Shannon.

Mary O'Mahony, Phoenix Court.
Sun 27th 8am: No intention booked.
9.30am: Bridie Murphy , Co. Sligo.

Jackie Browne, Ardlea Rd.

11.30am: Jennifer Louise Sherlock, Ruan.

Berna McGuinness, (nee Moroney),
Ennis & London. 1st Anniv.

Claire O'Brien, Noreen, David, Deirdre, Geraldine

& O'Brien Family, Kincora Park & Ruan.

Cloughleigh

®

Remembered in Masses this Week:
Sun 20th 11am: Grainne Pendred, Ennis,

Claremorris & Dublin.

Mon: 9.30am: PJ & Mary Neylon, Lahinch.

Josef Warchol, Poland.
Tue 9.30am: Book of Intentions.

@

James, Bridget & Martin O’Connor, Miltown Malbay.

Fri 9.30am: Danuta Pozywio, Poland.

Sun 27th 11am: Michael & Patrick O'Brien,

Cloughleigh Rd.

Paddy & Josie McMahon, Shanaway. Rd.

Cathedral Renovation Appeal
In the past week Fr. Tom wishes to
acknowledge a donation of €200.
We thank the many people who
have made once off contributions to
this appeal.

Jubilee Year of St. Francis
RPN

There will be a Franciscan Family
Gathering on Saturday next 26th
September at the Franciscan Friary,
Multyfarnham, Co. Westmeath from
11am concluding with mass at 3pm.
All are welcome. To book as an
individual or group, register by this
Monday with: Email:
francis.cotter@franciscans.ie

Text: 086 0235999.

Donations of Wool Required

Ennis National School is looking for
donations of wool and knitting
needles so that children from 3rd to
6th Class can learn the wonderful
skill of knitting. Knitting classes are
held during break times and are
completely free for all children. We
want to ensure that every child has
the opportunity to take part,
regardless of their access to
materials at home. Learning to knit
helps children develop patience,
concentration, creativity and
confidence, while also giving them
the satisfaction of making something
with their own hands.

We would be immensely grateful to
parishioners who might have spare
wool or knitting needles at home and
would be willing to donate them. All
donations, large or small, would be
very much appreciated.

Donations may be left at reception
in Ennis National School.

2 St. Joseph’s

‘@ Remembered in Masses this Week:

Sat: 7pm: Teresa Nagle, Park Row, Francis St. MM.

Maureen Scahill, Dublin & Roscommon.
Sun 20th 10am: Noel Carmody, Kincora Park.
11.45am: Tommy Dullaghan, Corrovorrin Ave.

1st Anniv.

David Browne, Tulla Rd.

John & Margaret McNamara, St. Senan’s Rd.
Mon 10.30am: Carl Quinn, London.

Teresa Moloney, Marian Ave.
Tues 10.30am: Book of Intentions.
Wed 10.30am: Mary McMahon & Ann Mullan,
Ennis & UK.
Betty Keane, St. Senan’s Rd. MM.
Bridie & Desmond O'Toole, Mayo.
Sat: 10.30am: Bernard & Mary Woods, Summerhill.
pm: Anne Fox, Corrovorrin Green.
Sun 27th 10am: Helen, Edward, Linda & Cyril
Cuddihy, St. Senan’s Road.
Sr. Benedict Kenny, Corofin.
PJ O'Donnell, Ballyalla.

Thu 10.30am:
Fri 10.30am:

11.45am:

REST IN PEACE
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Joan McMahon née O’Brien, Tobartaoscain &
late of Crovraghan, Kildysart;

Bridget Burke, nee Devery, Park Avenue &
Cartrontroy, Athlone, Co. Westmeath.

Geraldine Sheehan nee Fitzgerald,
St. Flannan’s Drive & Clare Rd.;

Lourdes Pilgrimage
Bishop Fintan will lead our Autumn Pilgrimage to
Lourdes on Monday 28th September to Saturday
3rd October. If you would like a petition placed at
the grotto on your behalf, please leave it in to the
Parish Office by 5pm this Friday.

Clare's Alzheimer's Memory Walk

N 'I\;I'“e"‘ Memory Walk, taking place
@g'::,'.':g“ this Sunday in Lee's Road,
b:‘“‘ W Ennis at 1lam. Meeting

beside the entrance to the
children's playground. Registration online at
www.memorywalk.ie or on the day from 10.30 am.
Two routes, 1.3km and 5km. Face painting for kids
and refreshments. Dogs welcome

Newly Baptised
We welcome into the Christian
Community through the Sacrament
of Baptism:

Amelia Darela

Ennis Parish
Development Fund
for Sunday
13th September 2026

Fund €5,515.00
Online €325.00




Ten Years of Episcopal Leadership
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On Friday next 25th September, we join the
Diocese of Killaloe in wishing Bishop Fintan
Monahan a very happy 10th Anniversary of his
episcopal ministry,

Bishop Fintan was ordained Bishop of Killaloe
in the Cathedral of SS Peter & Paul Ennis on
Sunday 25th September 2016.

We give thanks for ten years of dedicated
service, steadfast faith and compassionate
leadership, and we pray that the Lord will
continue to  bless Bishop Fintan as he
shepherds the people of Killaloe Diocese with
grace and wisdom.

May St. Flannan and St. Senan continue to
bless and guide him in his ministry.

Golf Classic in aid of

Clarecastle Day Care Centre
Golf Classic in support of Clarecastle Day
Care Centre Friday September 25th at
Woodstock Golf Club. Fantastic Prizes, Team
of 4 €120 Please support this very worthy
cause. Enquiries and to reserve your tee time
please call Woodstock Golf Shop at 065
6829463

Peer Led Wellness Café

Feast of Our Lady of Mercy
24th September

ROOTED
In Mercy SR
The Sisters of Mercy have a presence in our
Parish for the past 172 years.
During a Parish Mission in 1853, Dean John
Kenny the parish priest was asked by
parishioners to approach the Sisters in
Limerick with an invitation for the Sisters to
come to Ennis to provide education in the
town.
In May 1954, five Sisters arrived and settled in
Row House off Arthurs Row, now the Clare
museum and the story of education began for
girls in Ennis. Within two years they had over
500 pupils on the roll book. They built schools
on their Convent Grounds. The secondary
school, Colaiste Mhuire moved to College
Road in 1941 and the present Holy Family
School was built in the 1960's.
The last Sister retired from teaching in 2010.
The Sisters' care extended beyond the class
room. The visitation of families and the sick
was a central ministry form the start earning
the name “The walking nuns”. In 1885 they
began their long association with the Ennis
Workhouse which to day is St. Joseph’
Hospital. Sisters were sent from Ennis to the
Mercy Mission world wide in America, New
Zealand, Australia, Africa as well as
establishing convents in Ennistymon, Killaloe
and Spanish Point.
On Thursday we will celebrate Mercy Day and
an occasion to acknowledge the Sisters of
Mercy for their presence and ministry with us
here in Ennis.
Their commitment to education, healthcare
and social justice have left an incredible mark

Update on Cathedral Works
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The newly installed natural gas
supply will be connected shortly
The benefits will be experienced in
the warmth of the Cathedral.

From Monday 28th September the
front door of the Cathedral will be
closed to facilitate work on the
pavement.

During this time, the doors of the
Columbarium and the Grotto will
be opened and accessible in
addition to the two other doors at
the side.

Funerals will enter and exit by the
Columbarium.

The Cathedral and Parish Office
both remain open at all times and
there is access to all doors at
present. Please park responsibly in
the surrounding areas of the
Parish Office and Cathedral.

Thank you for your understanding.

Accord Marriage Preparation
Programmes

Are you getting married in 2027? Accord
Catholic Marriage Care Service provides
Marriage Preparation Programmes for couples
choosing to get married in the Catholic Church.
Places are filling quickly so book today for
courses in Ennis or Nenagh at www.accord.ie

Drop in for social connection at peer led café
in Glor.

Supportive space to meet others. Every
Monday except Bank Holidays 10.30am to 12
noon. More info from Rosemary 087 6560854

on our parish and their prayer ministry today is
very much valued and appreciated.

The story is one of unwavering faith and
practical compassion, a great tribute to the
vision of their founder Venerable Catherine
McAuley.

Synodality: Walking Together as a Church
The word Synodality may sound complicated,
but its meaning is quite simple: walking together.

For the Church in Ireland, synodality is an invitation to listen to one another,
to listen to the Holy Spirit, and to ask where God is leading us at this
particular moment in the life of the Church. Through our Baptism, we are all
part of God's family, and everyone has gifts and experiences that can
enrich our Christian Community.
The Irish Church is changing. We have fewer priests, changing patterns of Mass attendance, and
many people—especially younger generations—who feel less connected to the Church. But this
can also be a time of opportunity and renewal. Rather than simply asking how we can preserve the
past, synodality encourages us to ask: What is God calling us to become?
It is about listening, sharing, praying and discerning together. It invites us to build parish
communities that are welcoming, caring, prayerful and open to the gifts of everyone.
To help us reflect on what synodality might mean for our own parish and where the Spirit may be
leading us, you are warmly invited to two sessions in the Parish Centre at Ennis Cathedral on
Saturday, September 26th from 10am - 1pm and Saturday, October 24th, 10am - 1pm.
Come along, listen, share your thoughts and join the conversation. Everyone is welcome.
Together, let us ask where God is calling our parish—and trust that Christ walks with us on the
journey.

SEASON OF
CREATION

God of all creation,
your goodness and glory shine forth
through everything you have made.
Through the light of faith,
help us to see this world,
our common home,
not as a resource to dominate and
exploit, but as a gift to be cherished
by all generations.
Prompted by your Spirit,
we ask this in the name of Jesus,
through whom all creation was made.
Amen

. Synod
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Today’s Scripture Readings

Entrance Antiphon

| am the salvation of the people,

says the Lord.

Should they cry to me in any distress,
| will hear them,

and | will be their Lord for ever.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Have mercy on us, O Lord
For we have sinned against you.

P

C

P.  Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
C. And grant us your salvation.
P

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

C. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace

to people of good will. We praise you, we bless

you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you

thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly

King, God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,

receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,

have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with

the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
Is 55:6-9

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found,
call to him while he is still near.

Let the wicked man abandon his way,

the evil man his thoughts.

Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity
on him,

to our God who is rich in forgiving;

for my thoughts are not your thoughts,

my ways not your ways -

it is the Lord who speaks.

Yes, the heavens are as high above earth
as my ways are above your ways,

my thoughts above your thoughts.

The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm
R: The Lord is close to all who call him.

| will bless you day after day

And praise your name for ever.

The Lord is great, highly to be praised,
His greatness cannot be measured. R.

The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
Slow to anger, abounding in love.

How good is the Lord to all,
Compassionate to all his creatures. R.

The Lord is just in all his ways

And loving in all his deeds.

He is close to all who call him,

Who call on him from their hearts. R.

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the
Philippians.
Ph 1:20-24.27

Christ will be glorified in my body, whether by
my life or by my death. Life to me, of course,
is Christ, but then death would bring me
something more; but then again, if living in
this body means doing work which is having
good results - 1 do not know what | should
choose. | am caught in this dilemma: | want
to be gone and be with Christ, which would
be very much the better, but for me to stay
alive in this body is a more urgent need for
your sake.

Avoid anything in your everyday lives that
would be unworthy of the gospel of Christ.

The word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessings on the King who comes,
In the name of the Lord!

Peace in heaven

And glory in the highest heavens!
Alleluia!

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew.
Mt 20:1-16

Jesus said to his disciples: 'The kingdom of
heaven is like a landowner going out at
daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard. He
made an agreement with the workers for one
denarius a day, and sent them to his
vineyard. Going out at about the third hour
he saw others standing idle in the market
place and said to them, "You go to my vine-
yard too and | will give you a fair wage." So
they went.

At about the sixth hour and again at about
the ninth hour, he went out and did the
same. Then at about the eleventh hour he
went out and found more men standing
round, and he said to them, "Why have you
been standing here idle all day?" "Because
no one has hired us" they answered. He said
to them, "You go into my vineyard too." In the
evening, the owner of the vineyard said to
his bailiff, "Call the workers and pay

them their wages, starting with the last arri-
vals and ending with

the first." So those who were hired at about
the eleventh hour came forward and received
one denarius each. When the first came, they
expected to get more, but they too received
one denarius each. They took it, but grum-
bled at the landowner. "The men who came
last" they said "have done only one hour, and
you have treated them the same as us
though we have done a heavy day's work in
all the heat."

He answered one of them and said, "My
friend, | am not being unjust to you; did we
not agree on one denarius? Take your
earnings and go. | choose to pay the last-
comer as much as | pay you. Have | no right
to do what | like with my own? Why be
envious because | am generous?" Thus
the last will be first, and the first last.’

The Gospel of the Lord

PROFESSION OF FAITH

| believe in one God, the Father al-
mighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.
| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, and by the Holy
Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
became man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third day
In accordance with the Scriptures. He as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead and his
kingdom will have no end.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is
adored and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.
| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. | confess one Baptism for the for-
giveness of sins and | look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come.

Amen.

Communion Antiphon
| am the Good Shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my sheep, and mine know me.




