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NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

YEAR A MATTHEW 14:22-33

Sunday 9thAugust 2026

“Tefl e to come to you across thewater...” (Mt.14:28)

In this Sunday’s Gospel we find
- Jesus who, after withdrawing to the
mountain, prays throughout the
f night. The Lord, having distanced
himself from the people and the
disciples, manifests his communion
with the Father and the need to
@ pray in solitude, far from the
commotion of the world.

This distancing, however, must not be seen as a lack of interest
in individuals or trust in the Apostles. On the contrary, Matthew
recounts, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat, “and go
before him to the other side” (Mt 14:22), where he would see
them again. In the meantime the boat “was many furlongs
distant from the land, beaten by the waves; for the wind was
against them” (v. 24). And so in the fourth watch of the night
[Jesus] came to them, walking on the sea” (v. 25); the disciples
were terrified, mistaking him for a ghost and “cried out for fear”
(v. 26). They did not recognize him, they did not realize that it
was the Lord.

Nonetheless Jesus reassured them: “Take heart, it is [; have no
fear” (v. 27). The sea symbolizes this life and the instability of
the visible world; the storm points to every kind of trial or
difficulty that oppresses human beings. The boat, instead,
represents the Church, built by Christ and steered by the
Apostles.

Jesus wanted to teach the disciples to bear life’s adversities
courageously, trusting in God, in the One who revealed himself
to the Prophet Elijah on Mount Horeb “in a still small voice”.
The passage then continues with the action of the Apostle
Peter, who, moved by an impulse of love for the Lord, asks him
to bid him to come to him, walking on the water. “But when he
saw the wind was strong, Peter was afraid, and beginning to
sink he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!”

Peter walks on the water, not by his own effort but rather
through divine grace in which he believes. And when he was
smitten by doubt, when he no longer fixed his gaze on Jesus
but was frightened by the gale, when he failed to put full trust
in the Lord’s words, It means that he was interiorly distancing
himself from the Lord and so risked sinking in the sea of life.

So it is also for us: if we look only at ourselves we become
dependent on the winds and can no longer pass through
storms on the waters of life. The %reat thinker Romano Guardini
wrote that the Lord “is always close, being at the root of our
being. Yet we must experience our relationship with God
between the poles of distance and closeness. By closeness we
are strengthened, by distance we are put to the test”

Pope Benedict XVI

Mass Times

Cathedral:
Monday to Friday 7.40am, 11am &
7.30pm

Saturday 11 am & Vigil 6.30pm
Sunday 8am, 9.30am & 11.30am

www.ennisparish.com/webcam
Radio link:106.4fm

St. Joseph's:

Monday to Friday 10.30am
Saturday 10.30am & Vigil 7pm
Sunday 1 Oam & 11.45am

www.ennisparish.comfour-parish/
stjosephs-church-webcam

Friary:

Monday to Saturday 10am
Vigil Mass Saturday 7 .30pm
Sunday 10.30am

www.ennisparish.com/our-parish/
franciscan-friary-webcam/

Christ the King - Cloughleigh

Monday to Friday 9.30am
Sunday 11lam
Anniversag Masses and Baptisms

are booked through the Parish
Office: 065 6824043 (office hours).

Sacrament
of Reconciliation

Cathedral & Friary:
Cathedral: Monday to Friday

7pm to 7.25pm

Saturday after the Vigil Mass
Friary: Tuesday, Friday & Saturday
11-12 noon & 4-5 pm

Baptisms
Can be booked through the Parish
Office.

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament

Monday to Friday in the Cathedral
from 5pm until 7pm

Presbyteries

Cathedral:- 6824043;
Email: info@ennisparish.com
Kincora Park:- 6829584
Cloughleigh:- 6797489,
Friary:- 6828751

Ennis Parish Web Site:

http: www.ennisparish.com
Facebook:

http : facebook.com/ennisparish



Priest on Duty Fr. Ger Jones - Sunday 9th August 2026

Contact: 065 6869098

Cathedral

Remembered in Masses this Week:
Sat: 6.30pm: Mary Casey, Cahercalla Estate & Cranny.
Special Intention.
Sun 9th 8am: Paul Cahill, Inisfree, Roslevan.
9.30am: Brendan Wall, Inchbeg.
David McMahon, Lissycasey.
11.30am: James Guilfoyle, Woodlands, Cahercalla.
Mary Crowley Connole, Ennistymon.
Bridget O’Loughlin, Ennistymon.
Bob Meehan, Hearnbay, Kent, U.K.
Mon 7.40am: Mary Donnellan, Derryfada, Clonlara.
11am: Bridget Farrell, Creggaun, Tobertaoscain. MM
7.30pm: No intention booked.
Tues:7.40am Book of Intentions.
11am: Ronnie O'Brien, St. Michael's Villas.
Frank Cosgrove, Dalcassian Park
Coughlan Family, Steele’s Tce.
Bridget & Martin Crowe & Crowe Family, Ruan.
7.30pm: No intention booked.
Wed 7.40am: No intention booked.
11am: No intention booked.
7.30pm: John Madden, Corrovorrin.
Paschal & Chrissie Molloy, Cloughleigh Road.
Thurs 7.40am: Holy Souls.
11am: No intention booked.
7.30pm: Sean Mounsey, Marian Avenue.
Fri 7.40am: Mass for the People.
11am: No intention booked.
7.30pm:Christy Meaney, Kilkee.
Sat:11am:T.Kenny, Rathflynn, Ennistymon.
Bernie Power, Shanaway Rd.
Jimmy Sherlock, Childers’ Rd.

6.30pm: Kathleen Considine, Cragagour,
Shanaway Rd. MM.
Richard Fitzgerald, French Court, Clonroad. MM.
James Ball, College Green. 1st Anniv.
The Woods Family, Circular Rd.
Raymond Casey, Collins Park.
Gerry Collins, Cusack Road.
Paddy O’Hara, Ennis & Belfast.
Sun 16th 8am: No intention booked.
9.30am: Eddie & Maura Cotter, Cusack Rd.
11.30am: Noel Normoyle, Springfield. 1st Anniv.
Tom Pilkington, Loughville.
Mary Daffy, Ballymacooda, Darragh.

Cathedral Renovation Appeal
In the past week Fr. Tom wishes to
acknowledge donations of €200,
and €100. We thank the many
people who have made once off
contributions to this appeal.

Priests’ August Collection
The August Collection for the
Bishop and Priests who serve the
Parish and Pastoral Area, takes
place at all Masses this weekend.
Your generosity to the support of
the Bishop and Priests is very much
appreciated.

Envelopes are available for this
appeal.

Confession Times August

Youna

Cathedral:
Monday to Friday 7pm to 7.20pm
Saturday after the Vigil Mass.

Friary:
Tuesday, Friday & Saturday 11am
to 12 noon.

2 St. Joseph’s

Remembered in Masses this Week:
Sat 7pm: Maureen Ryan, Kevin Barry Ave. 1st Anniv.
Sun 9th 10am: Patrick Carmody, Kincora Park.
Gerry Leyden, Steele’s Tce.
Michael & Frances McLoughlin, Mayo.
11.45am: No intention booked.
Mon 10.30am: No intention booked.
Tues 10.30am: No intention booked.
Wed 10.30am: No intention booked.
Thu 10.30am: Patrick Healy, Glenoir, St Senan’s Rd.
Fri 10.30am: Michael Flaherty, St. Joseph’s &
St. Michael's Villas. 1st Anniv.
Sat: 10.30am: Bridie O’Connor, New Rd.
7pm: No intention booked.
Sun 16th 10am: Gerry Jones, Orchard Lane.
Teresa Butler, Lifford.
11.45am: Eileen Downes, Steele’s Tce.

Bernie Loftus, Simms Lane, Buttermarket,1st Anniv.

% Cloughleigh

Remembered in Masses this Week:
Tue 9.30am: Book of Intentions.

@

Newly Baptised

ar
.
,\/
S
We welcome into the Christian
Community through the Sacrament

of Baptism:

Kody Joe Enright;
Killian Alex Doody;
Davi de Cléir Braga

Feast of the Assumption
Saturday 15th August
Vigil Mass: Friday 14th August - 7.30pm Cathedral
Saturday 15th August:
7.45am: Poor Clare Monastery
10am: Friary
10.30am: St. Joseph’s Church
11am: Cathedral

Normal Saturday Evening Vigil Masses will take
place at:

6.30pm: Cathedral

7pm: St. Joseph’s

7.3pm: Friary.

Update on the Cathedral Works

In the coming week work will move to the
steps of the Cathedral.

The Cathedral and Parish Office will remain
open at all times.

Entrance to the Parish Office is from Station
Road.

We apologise for this inconvenience.

Ennis Parish
Development Fund
for Sunday 2nd August,

Fund €4,158
Online €278

Feast Of St Clare
On Tuesday 11th August we celebrate the
Feast of St. Clare.
The presence of the Poor Clare Monastery
on Francis Street for the past 69 years is
our “Assisi” here in Ennis with the Sisters
giving witness by their presence and prayer §
for all of us. ‘
As we celebrate St. Clare's Day on Tuesday we thank
Mother Abbess Sr Bernadine and her sisters, Srs.
Catherine; Regina; Leo; Gertrude; Mary; Veronica;
Regina and Gabrielle for their daily prayers for all of
us.
Happy Feast Day and may St Clare’s light forever
shine upon you all.

Milford Care Centre -

Bereavement Information Evening
that will be held on Tuesday, 25t
of August 2026 from 7pm to 9pm.

Rest in peace
Michael John Mulqueen, Hermitage; Cloughleigh
Road. Who died in England.
Paddy Vaughan, Woodlawn, Lahinch Road;
Johnny McDonagh, Shallee Drive, Cloughleigh;
Peggy Walsh, Clarecastle, mother of Fiona, our
Cathedral Choir Director;
Martin Morrissey, Toberkeel, Gort Road;
Carmel Callinan, St Senan’s Road;
Teresa Nagle, Park Row:
Anastasia 0’Neill Kilkenny, Mother of Jim O’ Neill,

Rockmount Manor;
, -T




A Word of Gratitude

As | prepare to begin a new

chapter in my priestly
ministry, | would like to
express my heartfelt

gratitude to everyone who
has been part of my journey
in Ennis.
My sincere thanks to Bishop Fintan Monahan,
Archbishop Seamus Horgan, Fr. Tom Ryan, Fr.
Joy, Fr. David, Fr. Ger, Fr. Pat Malone, Fr. Tom
Fitzpatrick, and Fr. Harry for your guidance,
encouragement, friendship, and support.
| am deeply grateful to the Friars, the Poor Clare
Sisters, and the Mercy Sisters for your prayers,
kindness, and witness of faith.
A special word of thanks to all our Parish Office
Staff, especially Margaret, Martina, and Cora,
for your dedication, generosity, and constant
support. My heartfelt appreciation also goes to
Maura, our wonderful housekeeper, for all her
care and kindness.
Thank you to the Parish Pastoral Council
members, our Sacristans Michael and Rebecca,
our dedicated volunteer Francis, all our Lay
Ministers, and every volunteer who generously
serves our parish community.
To all the people of Ennis Parish, including the
communities of Ennis Cathedral, St. Joseph's
Church, and Cloughleigh, thank you for your
warm welcome, friendship, prayers, and the
privilege of serving you. Your faith, kindness,
and encouragement have been a great blessing
to me, and | will always treasure the memories
we have shared.
| also wish to thank the management, staff,
nurses, residents, and patients of Ennis
Hospital, St. Joseph's Hospital, Cahercalla
Community Hospital, and Mowlam Nursing
Home. It has been a privilege to visit, pray with,
and celebrate the sacraments with you.
My heartfelt thanks also go to the Indian, Polish,
Ukrainian, and Brazilian communities in Ennis
for your friendship, love, and support. Your
presence has enriched our parish family in so
many ways.
Finally, | wish to thank everyone who has
remembered me in your prayers, offered your
blessings, sent messages, cards, gifts, and
good wishes, or simply encouraged me with
your kindness and friendship. Your love and
support have meant more to me than words can
express.
Thank you all for your kindness, generosity, and
prayers. You will always remain in my heart and
in my prayers. May God bless each one of you
abundantly.

Fr. Jibin Jose

Welcome Fr. Michael

S 4l

This coming week we welcome Fr. Michael
Collins as part of the pastoral team for the
Abbey Pastoral Area residing at Cathedral
House. Fr. Michael is a native of Ennis Parish
and was educated at the Ennis National School
and St. Flannan’s College. Ordained to the
priesthood here in the Cathedral in June 2000,
Fr. Michael has ministered in Kilrush, Kildysart,
Newmarket-on-Fergus, St. Patrick's College,
Maynooth as well as a period in school
chaplaincy in East Clare. For the past few
years Fr. Michael has worked as director for
evangelisation and mission in the Killaloe
Diocese and he will continue to do so during
his time with us here in the Abbey Pastoral
Area. As the diocese deals with ever changing
pastoral realities, this ministry will see him work
closely with priests, pastoral councils and lay
faithful across the diocese. As we welcome Fr.
Michael, we pray that his ministry among us
may be a time of grace and blessing for him
and the communities he will serve.

Prayer for those waiting for

Exam Results
Friday 21st August, Leaving Cert results will be
available. In these days of waiting we pray for
and with our students.

Loving God,

Calm the anxious hearts of those waiting for
exam results.

Grant them peace as the days approach for
results.

Help them trust that their worth lies notin a
grade but in your unchanging love.

Give them courage to accept whatever comes
and wisdom to see this moment as just one
step in their unique journey.

Surround them with your comfort and support.
Amen.

National Novena

To Our Lady of Knock
Thursday 13th August and continues until Eriday
21st August. ¥
Daily Programme:
3pm and 8pm in Knock Basilica.
Workshops 12.45pm daily in Knock prayer
centre.
Highlights:
Family Day: Sunday 16th August 11am to 3pm.
Witness Walk: Friday 21st August at 6.45pm.

Franciscan Jubilee Year

To celebrate the 800t anniversary of the pass-
ing of St. Francis into glory, the Secular Fran-
ciscans in Ennis are organising a special jubi-
lee outing to the historic Franciscan Friary,
Multyfarnham, Co. Westmeath on Sunday 16t
August.

Mass, Jubilee Prayers, Tour of the Gardens
and lunch. All in ticket €50. Limited numbers.
Tickets available at the Friary Office.
Everyone welcome to experience a beautiful
part of the country.

Sr. Eileen's Ctiinne

Deastogail na Maighdine Muire
La Fhéile Muire san Fhdmhar

Ar an Satharn seo chugainn 15 Linasa comérfar
Féile Dheast6géil na Maighdine Muire n6 L&
Fhéile Muire san Fhémhar. Ar l& Fhéile na
Naomh Uile sa bhliain 1950, d'fhégair an Papa
Pius X11 gqur deastégaladh an Mhaighdean
Mhuire idir chorp agus anam chun na
bhFlaitheas. Ag deireadh Chomhairle na
Vatacaine 1965, d’fhdgair an Papa P6l V1 an
teideal Muire Mathair na hEaglaise ar Mhuire.ls
suntasach an phribhléid a bronnadh ar Mhuire.
Tugann na Gaeil L& Fhéile Muire san Fhdmhar
ar an 14 seo. Is gné déar gCreideamh deabhoid
chun na Maighdine Muire mar is i Mathair Dé.
Méthair ar Slanaitheora i. Ghlac si briathar Dé
ina croi agus ina corp agus thug si beatha don
domhan.
Gach uair a deirimid an Sé do bheatha a Mhuire,
iarraimid ar Mhuire sinn a chosaint i gconai ach
go hairithe ar uair &r mbais nuair a fhagfaimid an
saol seo agus nuair a sheasfaimid os comhair
Dé Breitheamh na mbeo agus na marbh. Guimid
ar son na marbh, go ndéanfaidh Dia trocaire
orthu agus iad a ghlacadh isteach i Riocht na
bhFlaitheas. Is iad seo a leanas liosta de na teidil
ar Mhuire a scriobh an file Piaras Mac Gearailt
san180 haois.

Crann Soilse is Criostal na Criostaiochta;

Farraige na Daonnachta;

Grianan na Gloire;

Réaltan Eolais gach Seachranaigh;

Bean Réitigh na Feirge;

Seomra Séad na Suailce;

Tuile na nGrasta;

Tonn Chliodhna na Trdcaire.

Next Saturday we celebrate the Feast of the
Assumption of Our Lady. Pope Pius X11
declared on the feast of All Saints in 1950, that
Our Lady was taken body and soul into heaven.
Pope Paul V1 declared Our Lady Mother of the
Church at the close of the Vatican Council
1965.It was a wonderful privilege bestowed on
Our Lady. The Irish people called this day La
Fhéile Muire san Fhémhar, Mary's Feast in
Autumn. Devotion to Our Lady is a feature of our
faith because she is the Mother of God; the
mother of our Saviour. She accepted the Word of
God in her heart and body and she gave life to
the world.
Every time we say the Hail Mary we ask Our
Lady to protect us especially at the hour of our
death when we leave this world and when we
stand before the Judge of the living and the
dead. We pray for the dead, that God will take
them into the Kingdom of Heaven.
The following is a list of Marian titles written by
the poet Piaras Mac Gearailt in the 18th century.

Luminary and Shining Light to Christians,

Sea of kindliness,

Bower of glory ;

Guiding star of those who stray ;

Dispeller of anger;

Path of virtue;

The flood of grace which never ebbs.




Today’s Scripture Readings

Entrance Antiphon

Look to your covenant, O Lord,

and forget not the life

of your poor ones for ever.

Arise, O God, and defend your cause,
and forget not the cries of those

who seek you.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Have mercy on us, O Lord
For we have sinned against you.

P

C

P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
C. And grant us your salvation.
P

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

C. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to people of good will. We praise you,
we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord
God, heavenly King, God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.

A reading from the first book of the Kings
1K19:9.11-13

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of
God, he went into the cave and spent the night
in it. Then he was told, ‘Go out and stand on
the mountain before the Lord.” Then the Lord
himself went by. There came a mighty wind, so
strong it tore the mountains and shattered the
rocks before the Lord. But the Lord was not in
the wind. After the wind came an earthquake.
But the Lord was not in the earthquake. After
the earthquake came a fire. But the Lord was
not in the fire. And after the fire there came the
sound of a gentle breeze. And when Elijah
heard this, he covered his face with his cloak
and went out and stood at the entrance of the
cave.

This is the word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm
R: Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and
give us your saving help.

| will hear what the Lord God has to say,
A voice that speaks of peace.

His help is near for those who fear him
And his glory will dwell in our land.

Mercy and faithfulness have met;
Justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven.

R
The Lord will make us prosper
And our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
And peace shall follow his steps. R.

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to
the Romans Rm 9:1-5

What | want to say is no pretence; | say it
in union with Christ - it is the truth - my
conscience in union with the Holy Spirit
assures me of it too. What | want to say is
this: my sorrow is so great, my mental
anguish so endless, | would willingly be
condemned and be cut off from Christ if it
could help my people of Israel, my own
flesh and blood. They were adopted as
sons, they were given the glory and the
covenants; the Law and the ritual were
drawn up for them, and the promises were
made to them. They are descended from
the patriarchs and from their flesh and
blood came Christ who is above all, God
for ever blessed! Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord
Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluial

Blessings on the King who comes,
In the name of the Lord!

Peace in Heavens and

glory in the Highest Heavens!
Alleluial

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Matthew
Mt 14:22-33

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat
and go on ahead to the other side while he
would send the crowds away. After send-
ing the crowds away he went up into the
hills by himself to pray. When evening
came, he was there alone, while the boat,
by now far out on the lake, was battling
with a heavy sea, for there was a head-

wind. In the fourth watch of the night he
went towards them, walking on the lake,
and when the disciples saw him walking on
the lake they were terrified. 'lt is a ghost'
they said, and cried out in fear. But at once
Jesus called out to them, saying, ‘Courage!
It is I! Do not be afraid.' It was Peter who
answered. 'Lord,' he said 'if it is you, tell me
to come to you across the water." 'Come'
said Jesus. Then Peter got out of the boat
and started walking towards Jesus across
the water, but as soon as he felt the force
of the wind, he took fright and began to
sink. 'Lord! Save me!' he cried. Jesus put
out his hand at once and held him. 'Man of
little faith," he said 'why did you doubt?' And
as they got into the boat the wind dropped.
The men in the boat bowed down before
him and said, 'Truly, you are the Son of
God.'
The Gospel of the Lord

PROFESSION OF FAITH

| believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things
visible and invisible.
| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not
made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, and by the
Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man. For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suf-
fered death and was buried, and rose again
on the third day In accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead and his kingdom will
have no end.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is adored and glorified, who has spo-
ken through the prophets.
| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. | confess one Baptism for the for-
giveness of sins and | look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come.

Amen.

Communion Antiphon
O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord,
Who gives you your fill of finest wheat.




